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Daily journals…

You are tasked with writing everyday.  Everyday 
there is class you will write a 6-10 good sentence 
paragraph (unless noted otherwise) about the 
prearranged topic.  Each journal is worth 10pts 
(unless noted otherwise). If  you are absent a day 
please be sure to get your journal from the class 
website, a peer, OR come after school to CP to 
retrieve the missed journal. 



What is a good sentence?

• A good sentence is a compound/complex sentence.

• That consists of  2 independent clauses and one dependent clause 

with the use of  FANBOYS in conjunction with semicolons, 

colons, commas, or hyphens. 

• Is it okay to use simple sentences?

• Yes, but limit them to one or two of  your sentences.  You 

want to expound upon your thoughts.



Good vs. Bad

▪Bad sentence:  “I like fish.”

▪Good sentence:  “My most 

favorite fish is the Persian 

Clown fish because it is orange 

with white stripes.”



Today’s Topic…

How do you feel you did 1st

semester? Do you believe 1st

semester sets the tone for the 
rest of  the year? Or do you 
think things may change? 

Explain. 



February 03, 2020

What is something that 

you can do to better 

your community? 

Explain. 



February 04, 2020

What is the best book 

you ever read?  Explain 

some of  the good parts. 



February 05, 2020

“There is only one thing in the 
world worse than being talked 
about, and that is not being 

talked about.”  Why might it be 
better to be talked about than 

not? Explain. 



February 06, 2020

“Be not afraid of  greatness: some people are 
born great, some achieve greatness, and 
some have greatness thrust upon them.”

Give an example of  someone born great, 
someone who achieved greatness, and 

someone who had greatness thrust upon 
him/her. 



February 07, 2020

How would you help a 

friend who is depressed or 

has some kind of  difficult 

life issue? Explain. 



February 10, 2020

What would be your first 

new policy or policy 

change if  you were elected 

president? Explain. 



February 11, 2020

“Because I am a woman I must make 
unusual efforts to succeed. If  I fail no one 

will say, ‘she doesn’t have what it takes.’ 
They will say, ‘women don’t have what it 

takes.’” ~Clara B.L.

Describe the achievements of  some women 
in history who “have what it takes.” 

Describe a time you felt you had to succeed 
to prove yourself. 



February 12, 2020

“Knowledge is power!”

How does having knowledge give the 
person power? Is there a certain kind 

of  knowledge that leads to more 
power? Write about the kinds of  

knowledge you think a person must 
have in order to be successful.  



February 13, 2020

“Nearly all men can stand 
adversity, but if  you want 
to test a man’s character 

give him power.”  Do you 
agree with this?  Explain. 



February 18, 2020

Free Write!!!

Write a paragraph or two 

about anything on your 

mind (please be school appropriate). 



February 19, 2020

“Believe me, the secret of  reaping the 
greatest fruitfulness and the greatest 

enjoyment from life is to live 
dangerously!” ~ F. Nietzsche

Do you have to live dangerously to be 
happy? Compare /contrast 2 people 
who live cautiously and dangerously. 

Do you think they are happier people? 



February 20, 2020

“Liberty, too, must be limited in 
order to be possessed.” 

~Edward Burke

What would happen if  people 
were free to do whatever they 
want?  Why should liberty be 

limited? 



February 21, 2020

“A man’s worth is no greater 
than the worth of  his 
ambitions.” ~Marcus 

Aurelius

Do you agree or disagree? 
Explain. 



February 24, 2020

“I pay the schoolmaster, but it is 
the school boys who educate my 
son.” ~Ralph Waldo Emerson

What lessons have you learned at 
school that have nothing to do 
with book knowledge? Explain



February 25, 2020

“All, as they say, that glitters is 
not gold.” ~John Dryden

What does this statement 
mean? Write about a time when 

you were disillusioned with 
something or someone you 

thought was wonderful. 



February 26, 2020

“I love it, I love it; and who shall 
dare to chide me for loving that 
old arm-chair?” ~Eliza Cook

Write a detailed description of  
your favorite childhood toy. What 

is it and why do you love it. 



February 27, 2020

“Character is doing what’s right when 
no one is looking.” ~T. Tetter

Is the way you behave a direct 
reflection of  your character? Explain. 

Do you do the right thing when no one 
is watching you?  Do you encourage 
others to be their best selves as well? 



February 28, 2020

“Everyone thinks of  changing the 
world but no one thinks of  changing 

himself.” ~Leo Tolstoy

What are some ways you would like to 
see the school change? Describe how 
you can make these changes start to 
happen by altering your behavior or 

thoughts. 



March 03, 2020

“All men would be tyrants if  
they could.” ~Daniel Defoe

Is this true?  What is your 
view of  human nature? 

Explain. 



March 04, 2020

“Finders keepers, losers weepers.” 

What does this proverb mean to 
you? Do you think the idea is fair? 

Think of  a situation that would 
make this idea hard to live with 

and describe with detail. 



March 05, 2020

“What were once vices are now the 
manners of  the day.” ~Lucius Seneca

Is society becoming more tolerant of  
bad habits? What types of  behaviors 

should be tolerated, and which should 
be considered inappropriate?



March 06, 2020

“Tell me what company you keep, 
and I’ll tell you what you are.” 

~Miguel de Cervantes

What kind of  person would 
Cervantes say you are, based on an 

observation of  your friends? 
Explain. 



March 09, 2020

“It is not that I am so smart its just 
that I stay with problems longer.” 

~Albert Einstein

How much do you think intelligence 
really contributes to a person’s success? 

What are the other factors that you 
believe contribute to success?



March 10, 2020

Imagine you have been 
nominated to think of  a 

contest to raise money for 
your school.  What kind of  
contest will you hold, and 
what will the prizes be? 



March 11, 2020

“The most wasted day of  all is that 
on which we have not laughed.” 

~Sebastien R. N. Chamfort

Have you laughed today? What 
makes you laugh? Is there any type 
of  “humor” that does not amuse 

you? Explain. 



March 12, 2020

“Promises don’t fill the belly.” 

~C. H. Spurgeon

Are promises useless, as he seems 
to indicate? What types of  

promises are best? How can you be 
sure that people have faith in your 

promises? 



March 16, 2020

Are you a leader or a 
follower? Is one better 
than the other? Give an 
example of  you being a 

leader. Explain. 



March 17, 2020

Let’s make a Tanka!

Line 1: Name an object from nature (moon, mountain, sun, 
river, tree, cloud…)

Line 2: Choose 3 words that describe your object.

Line 3: What does your object do? Or How does your object 
move?

Line 4: Where is your object in time and space? Be as 
specific as you can. 

Line 5: What do you have that your object doesn't have:

“No_______, no _______, no _______”



March 18, 2020

What do you think most 

people would be 

surprised to learn about 

you? Explain. 



March 19, 2020

“Solitude: A good place to visit, 
but a poor place to stay.” ~Josh 

Billings

What does he mean? When do 
you enjoy being alone? When 
do you dislike being alone?



March 20, 2020

Free Write!!!

Write a paragraph or two 
about anything on your mind 

(please be school appropriate). 



March 23, 2020

If  you had the choice of  
any animal (wild or 

domestic) to have as a pet 
what would it be? Explain 

your choice.  



March 24, 2020

“Winning isn’t everything!” 

If  winning isn’t everything 
then why does everyone 

work so hard to achieve it?  
Explain your position on this 

statement. 



March 25, 2020

If  and when I raise 

children, I will never...



March 26, 2020

Write the story:

A character with 
OCD in the worst 
possible situation.  

Include the 
following in your 

story:

1. Church

2. Chalkboard

3. Elephant

4. Coast

5. Cumin

6. Inhumane

7. Search

8. Chessboard

9. Dandelions

10. defeat 



March 27, 2020



March 30, 2020



March 31, 2020



April 01, 2020

You have shared a personal 
secret with a close friend. A 
few days later, you discover 
everyone knows.  What do 

you do? 



April 02, 2020

What season is your 

favorite? Discuss what you 

like best and least about 

your favorite season.  



April 03, 2020

Some people are not willing 
to give their own lives, but 

are willing to take the life of  
another. Is anything so 
important you would 

sacrifice your life for it?  



April 05, 2020

If  you had to spend the next 
two years inside a small but 
fully provisioned shelter in 

the mountains with one 
other person, whom would 
you like to have with you? 



April 06, 2020

Write the story:

“Be careful what 
you wish for...”  
Include the 
following in 
your story:

1. Toadstool

2. bluff

3. yodel

4. thistle

5. smock

6. rust

7. tomato

8. bestow

9. enunciate

10. Medium 



April 07, 2020



April 08, 2020



April 09, 2020

Free Write!!!

Write a paragraph or two 

about anything on your 

mind (please be school appropriate). 



April 13, 2020

What scares you a little? 

What do you feel when 

scared? How do you 

react? Expound.



April 14, 2020

Open up a dictionary to a 
random word. Define and 

discuss what that word 
means to you. How could 
you use it to enhance your 

vocabulary? 



April 15, 2020

If  you could do something 
that you never have done 

before, what would it 
be? Why would you want to 

do it?



April 16, 2020 

What would you do if  the 
dinner served to you in a 

fancy restaurant came with 
a fly in the mashed 

potatoes?



April 17, 2020

You have been given 
three wishes; what are 
they?  No wishing for 
more wishes. Give a 

rationale for your 
choices. 



April 27, 2020



April 28, 2020

Envision a dragon. Do you 
battle him? Or is the dragon 

friendly? Discuss what 
happens when you come 

across a dragon. Use 
descriptive language.



April 29, 2020

Have you ever broken an 
important promise? How 

did you feel when the 
other party found out?  

How did you rectify the 
situation? 



April 30, 2020

If you were a bird what kind 

would you be?  Where would 

you go and what do you think 

you would see?  Describe your 

journey using vivid imagery.



May 01, 2020

How would you feel if  

your constitutional 

rights were taken away 

from you? Explain



May 04, 2020



May 05, 2020

You go to the store with your 
parents and baby sibling. Your 
parents go into the store and 

tell you to watch your 
sibling. You take your eyes off  
your sibling for just a minute 

and you can't find him. You...



May 06, 2020

Write a thank you note to 
a teacher or influential 
person who has helped 

you to be successful thus 
far. 



May 07, 2020

What is something you 
would do with your time if  
you didn’t watch tv, have a 

cell phone, computer/tablet, 
or internet? 



May 08, 2020

What are the most 

desirable qualities of  a 

best friend to you? 

Explain. 



May 11, 2020

Are the best things 

in life free? Explain.

“Nothing in this life that is free is worth having.” 

~Unknown 



May 12, 2020

Where do you see yourself  

5 years from now? 10 

years from now? 



May 13, 2020

What is your dream job?  

Why?



May 14, 2020

Finish the thought

“If  I had a million 

dollars, I would…”



May 18, 2020

Finish the thought

“The best trip I ever had 

was…”



May 19, 2020

What has been the proudest 
moment in your life thus far?

Or 

Free Write!! Write about anything 
that is on your mind and heart to 

do so.  



May 20, 2020

Finish the story

“It was a dark and 

stormy night…”



May 21, 2020

Describe one of  the 

funniest situations that 

has happened to you.



May 22, 2020

Write the story:

The night before 
graduation.  

Include the 
following in your 

story:

1. obscene

2. truthfully

3. lemonade

4. bear

5. paradise

6. plain

7. story

8. opposite

9. tempo

10. loan


